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BY LARRY ETTER  

  Middletown Area High School sports teams rolled into the third week of the Fall 

seasons, competing in multiple games following the Labor Day break.  The teams 

ended up with a mixed bag of wins and losses with the competitions at elevated 

levels.   

FIELD HOCKEY 

Middletown 3, Northeastern 2 

  Coach Cynthia Raney has been steadily building a competitive field hockey team 

and her efforts paid off last week with the team’s first victory of the season.  Player 

of the game Libby Stephenson led the Blue Raiders to the come-from-behind win 

at home against Northeastern.   

  In other matches the Raiders played hard against heavily favored Bishop 

McDevitt whose roster includes a pair of elite players.  “We held them to a 5-0 

score and shut down one of their top players who did not score in the game,” 

Raney said.  “The entire team played well and showed great courage and strength.”  

On September 9 the team traveled to Wyomissing and came up on the short end of 

a 6-0 score.  But Raney noted that goalkeeper Emma Dupes was the player of the 

game for her team.   

GIRLS SOCCER 

  The girls soccer team went 1-1 last week following a tough loss to East 

Pennsboro and a shutout victory over Bermudian Springs.   

East Pennsboro 1, Middletown 0 

  On September 7 the Blue Raiders lost a 1-0 game to visiting East Pennsboro at 

home.  The Panthers scored the game winner with 5 minutes left.  In the second 

half the Raiders had multiple shots on goal but came up empty.  “Despite creating 

multiple chances and scoring opportunities throughout the game, including hitting 

the goal frame multiple times,” coach Tim Neff noted.   

Middletown 2, Bermudian Springs 0 

  On Saturday, September 10 the team rebounded with a 2-0 decision against the 

Bermudian Springs Eagles.  But it was not easy.  The first half ended in a 0-0 



stalemate despite the Middletown team controlling the game from the start.  The 

Bermudian goalkeeper turned away several shots to prevent scoring.  But Julia 

Hughes finally broke the standoff with a goal off a Taylor Bunnell assist 15 

minutes into the second half.  Four minutes later Hughes scored again.  “Hughes 

ran onto a ball that Eliza Artell headed over the defenders,” Neff said.  Collecting 

the ball, Hughes shielded off the defenders and tucked the ball into the corner of 

the net for the 2-0 lead.  “In all, Middletown outshot the Eagles 23-4, with Cadence 

Lines stopping all 4 shots she faced,” Neff noted.   

BOYS SOCCER 

Middletown 1, East Pennsboro 0 

  In a hard-fought division contest at East Pennsboro on September 7 the Blue 

Raiders prevailed over the host Panthers 1-0 to improve their division record to 2-

0.  Aidan Shaffer rifled a free kick just inside the right post from 30 yards out with 

just under 6 minutes left in the contest to secure the victory.  Jordan Miller 

registered the shutout in goal with 7 saves.  Kayden Geib had 4 saves for the host 

team.   

  The game’s first half was evenly played and ended 0-0.  “We had a few more of 

the more dangerous chances, winning several corner kicks, but couldn’t find the 

shot needed to score,” noted head coach Brian Keyser.  The Panthers played 

tougher in the second half, putting the Middletown side under a lot of pressure.  

But Miller made several excellent stops in the half to keep the game scoreless.  

With time winding down it appeared as if the game might be heading to overtime. 

  But midfielder Alton Akakpo-Martin started the scoring sequence, playing the 

ball forward to teammate Landon Keyser, who was fouled on the play. Shaffer 

took the free kick and booted the ball perfectly in the upper right corner of the goal 

for what turned out to be the winning shot.  From there the Raiders were able to 

hold off the Panthers to lock up the victory.   

VOLLEYBALL 

  The girls volleyball team won a match against Harrisburg at home, but came up 

on the short end of three other matches last week, including a pair in a tournament 

in York County on Saturday.   

Trinity 3 sets to 1 



  At Trinity on September 6 the host Shamrocks broke the Blue Raiders’ winning 

streak, winning in four sets, 24-26, 25-22, 16-25 and 9-25.  Trinity is one of the 

favorites to win the division and played well.  For the Raiders, Lily Bannister had 

10 kills, 1 block, 6 aces and 10 digs.  Addie Huber had 20 assists, 3 kills and 19 

digs. Lena Jones had 4 kills and 2 blocks, Maddie Fox had 3 kills, 1 block and 3 

aces and Christine Miller had 3 kills and 15 digs.   

Middletown Sweeps Harrisburg 

  On Thursday, September 8 the Blue Raiders swept the visiting Harrisburg 

Cougars 25-10, 25-9 and 25-11 to win the match.  Banister led the way with 7 kills 

and 4 aces, followed by Huber with 1 kill and 7 aces, Kaley Hileman with 4 kills, 

Fox with 4 kills and Ellie LeKites with 2 kills and 4 aces.   

Losses to West York and York Catholic 

  The Raiders went 5 sets with West York on Saturday in the tournament but fell in 

the deciding final set.  The scores read 25-15, 13-25, 26-24, 21-25 and 9-15.  

Bannister again led the way with 21 kills, 2 blocks, 5 aces and 13 digs.  Huber 

recorded 34 assists, 4 kills, 5 aces and 21 digs. Fox had 8 kills and 1 ace and 

Hileman had 2 kills, 3 aces and 8 digs in the loss.  In the second game of the 

tournament the Lady Raiders lost in three sets, 17-25, 20-25 and 25-27 to York 

Catholic.  Huber led the way with 23 assists, 7 kills, 2 aces and 14 digs.  Bannister 

had 19 kills, 2 blocks and 7 digs and Hileman had 2 kills, 1 ace and 6 digs.   

GOLF 

Charlie Bowen’s golf team had a good showing at the West Shore Country Club 

finishing the match with a 3-3 record against Camp Hill, Boiling Springs, East 

Pennsboro, Trinity, C.D. East and Susquehanna Township.  Will Fulmer medaled 

with a low score of 79, topping Boiling Springs ace Nathaniel Herbst by two 

strokes.  Other scores for the Middletown team were Sam Miller with 94, Murphy 

Hughes with a 97, Kaden Hileman with a 97 and R. J. Gomboc with a 100.  

Boiling Springs won the event with a total score of 351.  The Blue Raiders finished 

in fourth place with a 367 and, so far this season, have accumulated an overall 14-4 

record.   


